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Aid pours in: From 
all over, firefighters 
arrive to help out 


By Steve Rubenstein 
and Kevin Fagan 


LOS ANGELES — For the firefighters 
of Northern California, it’s time to repay 
a debt. 

Dozens of fire engines from more than 
adozen Bay Area and Wine Country fire 
departments arrived in ritzy Bel-Air 
early Thursday to pitch in at the stub- 
born Skirball Fire — and flames, smoke, 
sleeplessness and urgency aside, they all 
said they were mighty glad to be there. 

“We're just repaying the favor,” said 
Sonoma Valley Fire Department engi- 
neer Bryan Carlson. “These guys helped 
us during our firestorm. Now it’s our 
turn. It’s what we all do.” 

Firefighters continues on A10 


while battling the raging Thomas Fire at Faria State Beach in Ventura. 
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Palm trees sway in a gust of ferocious wind as a firefighter carries a water hose 


Fierce winds spread fires 


Biggest battle: Fight 
to halt inferno before 
it hits Santa Barbara 


By Lizzie Johnson, 
Steve Rubenstein, Sophie Haigney 
and Peter Fimrite 


OJAI, Ventura County — As devastat- 
ing Santa Ana winds picked up Thurs- 
day, thousands of firefighters dug in for 
an extended battle to halt the spread of 
the biggest wildfire in Southern Califor- 
nia before it rampages over dry hills into 
Santa Barbara. 

Howling gusts continued to usher on 
the 115,000-acre Thomas Fire, which had 
destroyed 439 structures in Ventura 
County and was threatening 15,000 more 
amid an unusual late-season storm of 
blazes that closed freeways and spurred 
mass evacuations all over the region. 

Wildfires continues on A10 


» Still standing: Ojai coffee house opens for business after firefighters save town. A10 | >> Northern California fires: PG&E prepared for blazes based on weather report. (oq | 
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Environmental scientist Laura Rogers-Bennett of the UC Davis-Bodega Marine Lab inspects a red abalone. 


Abalone diving banned 
as population plummets 


Northern California season closing to protect species 


By Tara Duggan Rogers- 
Bennett 

Sport abalone diving in Northern holds upa 

California, a tradition going back red abalone. 

generations, will not be allowed The 

next year in the region because California 

biologists say the state’s population Fish and 

is on the brink of collapse. Game 
Thursday’s decision came at a Commission 

meeting of the California Fish and voted 

Game Commission in San Diego unanimously 

after a warning from scientists at to close 

the California Department of Fish Northern 

and Wildlife that the population is California to 

in severe decline. The commission sport fishing 

voted unanimously to close the for one year. 

fishery for one year, which has not 

happened since it closed the abalo- | that this fishery is collapsing,” said | mortality. We’re seeing continued 

ne fishery in the southern part of Cynthia Catton, an environmental starvation conditions.” 

the state in 1997. The Northern scientist for the California Depart- The decision to close or keep the 

California season would normally ment of Fish and Wildlife. “Theres | abalone fishery open has created 

be open from April to November. no sign that it’s even hit the bottom | tensions between state biologists, 
“There are multiple indications yet. We’re seeing continuing active Abalone continues on A9 


Disaster 


revved up 
North Bay 
home sales 


Even before the fires were out in Sonoma 
County, the scramble for real estate was on. 

“The fires started Monday and on Wednes- 
day I was showing properties” to people who 
had lost homes, said Tammra Borrall, a Realtor 
with Pacific Union International in Santa Rosa. 
“Tt was shocking — we were just in survival 


mode, and yet we had 
people who wanted tobe KATHLEEN 
PENDER 


out looking at homes. 

They had the foresight to 

see what was happening. Net Worth 

It was like musical chairs 

for homes. They didn’t want to be left without a 
roof over their heads.” 

The destruction of approximately 5,000 
homes in Sonoma County has sparked a frenzy 
that may sound familiar to people in San Fran- 
cisco and neighboring areas: homes attracting 
multiple offers and selling within days at prices 
well above asking, often for all cash. 

“T come from the Peninsula and have friends 

Pender continues on A11 


Dems lay out 
their demands 
in budget talks 


By Carolyn Lochhead 


WASHINGTON — President Trump project- 
ed an air of comity Thursday as he resumed 
budget negotiations with Republican leaders 
and House Minority Leader Nancy Pelosi of San 
Francisco and her Senate counterpart Chuck 
Schumer of New York, but the two sides re- 
mained far apart in their hardball talks over 
what to include in a long-term spending bill 
that would keep the government open. 

Before the White House meeting, Pelosi re- 
stated Democrats’ position that protection for 
young immigrants brought into the country — 
or who entered on their own — illegally as chil- 
dren must be resolved before Congress leaves 
for the year this month. 

“We will not leave here without a DACA fix,” 
Pelosi told reporters, referring to the Obama 

Talks continues on A6 
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City, striking workers can’t 


reach deal in Oakland. A7 


‘The Shape of Water’ is sick, E E HH 


brilliant and worth seeing. El E 
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Amid accusations, Al Franken 
says he will leave Senate. A4 


